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TH E Defign of this PAPER 13 to communicate to the Publick SELECT PIECES om 
the Sorat Duties, and fuch Hiftorical or Speculative REMARKS as may be 
thoucht ufeful, to be collected from the bef? ENGLISH WRITERS; which if read 





either in “a MMovai ing at TBA, or after DINNER, by aoe younger Sort, cannot fail of 
leaving a good Efe? upone the Mind, as well as improving them in thetr Reading and ‘ 
Morals. If any GETLEMEN of Taste will pleafe to recommend any particular : 
Preces, al! due Regard fhall be paid to them in their Turn. And thefe collected into 5 
One or more VOLUMES, will be worth preferving, efpecially ta thoje who cannot readily 

come at the OR1GINALS.----Occafional News will fometimes be ac sd d likewife. 


— 


N.B. No Conrroversy of any Kind will have Admittance. 


. 








To be continued Weexty, (if /uitable Encouragement. ) Price Two Coppers. 
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We phall begin with fi me HisrorRicAL REMARKS on the prefent State of Affairs on 
the CONTINENT of NORTH-AMERICA. 


BRITE 8% EVERAL parts of North- America which the French now claim, 
= Nee were, about the Beginning of the Reign of King ames II. made 
over and furrendered by the lrogusis Indians and their Allies, to 
efi; the Crown of England, the Right and Poffeflion whereof we 


ay Se have ever fince afferted and endeavoured to fecure, both by our- 
WEG felves and the above {aid /ndians our Confederates, who on their 


Parts, on all Qecafions of Difference with the French or their 

Indians, have for that and otherConliderations, demanded the good Offices and 
| Protection of the Engli/o ; who knowing it their Intereft, have never fajled, if 
the Catife was juft, to afford it them; as they did in the Year 1696, when the 
Count Frontenac, Governor of Canada, wi:h feveral Thoufand French and Indians, 
attacked the Onondages, onc of the Five Nations, and ravaged their Country 3 but 
on the Approach’ of Colonel Fletcher, Governor of New-York, with fome regular 
Forces, Militia and Indians, he was forced to retire, not without a confiderable 
Los from thefe ‘Natives, who conftantly attended him in his Retreat, often fell 


on his Rear, cut off many of his People, and all the Stragglers they could meet 
with. 
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THe Five Nations, when fammoned on our two laft unfortunate Expeditions 
againft Canada, readily joined the the Engli/b Troops under the Command of 
General Nichol/on, with about a ‘Thoufand Men, and the reft of them were in 
Motion in different Parts; fome todifcover and obferve the Pofture of the.Enemy 


in their own Country, others to fcout about the Riversand Lakes. And they had’ 


fo great a Reliance on the Friendthip and Proteétion of the Engli/h, whom they 


have heretoforg found and acknowledged to be truly juft, honefit, and punétual, ' 


in their Treaties and Dealings with them ; that during Queen Anne’s War, they 
not only permitted, but alfo invited them, to build a Fort in the very Heart of 
their Country, and on their main River, the Gate of which adjoined to, and 
opened into one of their Capital Towns or Fortifications, inhabited by the 
Mohawks, the chief and mott warlike Nation among them. ‘The Englif Gar- 


rifon being a Detachment from the Independent Companies of New-Yoré and | 


Albany, lived with them in the ftricteitt Amity, and daily entered their Caftle as 
the /ndiass did our Fort, who conftantly fupplied the Soldiers with Venifon, wild 
Fowl, Fifh, and other Necefiaries in their Way. o 


‘From thele /udians of the Five Nations, the Englifhof New-York purchafe the : 


ereateft Part of their Furr and Peltry-Trade, and in Exchange fuppply them with 


Duffels, Strouds, Blankets, Guns, Powder, Shot, and other the Manufaciures 


of Great-Britain, 

THE Frenb knowing and envying the great Friendfhip and Commerce the 
Englifp of New-York cultivate and carry on with thefe Indians, and being fenfible 
of the mighty Uie and Service they are of, not only to that Colony, but to all! our 
other Colonies to the Northward,; have on many Occafions endeavoured, by al! 
the Artifices imaginable, to draw them over to their Party and Interefts ; which 
when they failedin, they have attempted by Force or Fraud to extirpate or fubject 
them : But that cunning and warlike People, by the Advice and Affiftance of the 
Englifh, have ever prevented their Defign, to whom they continue moit incenfed 
and irreconcileable Enemies; though as long as the Engii/h have Peace with 
them, they are perfuaded to continue the fame. Indeed, during the Reign of 
King Yames II. they had certainly been cut off and exterminated by the French 
(the Exglif being prohibited to give them the leaft Affiftance) had not the happy 
Revolution of King Wiliam intervened, and the War with France foon fucceeded., 
Nay, even Col, Dongan, a Roman Catholic, made Governor of New-York by 
King ‘fames, was at that Time fo very fenfible of the Ruin intended to the Five 
Nations out Allies, and in Confequence to the > Plantations, that he ordered 
the Popifh Priefts, who were by Leave come inte his Government, under Pre- 
tence of making Profelytes, to depart from thence, becaufe he found their Defign 
was to betray our Colonies to the French, inftead of making Converts of the 
Inhabitants. 

Tue French, as is related above, have many Ways endeavoured to ruin or 
diftrefs the Jroguois ; but as they are well affured, nothing will affeét them fo much 
and nearly, as to deprive them of their Fifhing and Hunting, which is moftly on the 
Borders of, and between the great Lakes, and without which they mutt flarve ; 
therefore they have attempted to build Forts on the feveral narrow Pafiages 


thereof, and the Rivers which empty themfelves thereinto, in order to > 9 
7 them, 
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them, cither in their going or returning from thofe Places ; but the dadians have . 
as often prevented the finifl ling of them, or otherwife oblige them to deol ith or 3 
defert them. 


Bur fhouid the French be permitted to eftablith their projected Communication 
Nr n Cape Breton andthe Gulph and River of St. Lawrence, as far asthe Aii/iffip pi, 
and fo downwards to the Bay of Afexico, which will be a mighty A: ddition and 
Increafe of Territory, Strength, and Power to them, it is much to be feared, 
they will carry their Point one ‘Time or another, and thereby diftrefs and fubject 
theie our Allies ; the Confequence of which will not only be very fhocking, but 
of the ut — Concern to the Safety of our Northern Plantations : For if we now, / 
in fo great Meafure, ftand in Need of, and depend on them as our Friends, for 
the Sicades of our Frontiers, what mut we expect when that Barrier is removed, 
and they become our Eacmiss ? And not only they, but all the reft of our friendly 
Indians to the Southward, which we may of Courfe depend on. 

WE have formany experienced the di imal and tragical Confequences attending 
a Defection of only one or two paultry Nations of Indians bordering on Carolina ; 
and thouzh other Pretences havebeen urged as the Caufe thereof, and were, perh aps, 
in fome Meafure true; yet the French, fince their late Settlements on the 47/7 ipippe 
and the Bay of Afexico, have frequently clandeftinely fomented and widened the 
Breach, which occafioned the Butchering of fo many Hundreds of the Inhabitants 
of that Colony, with the Burnings, Devaflations, and almoft entire Defolation 
thereof. 

Ir is well known, that the Frontiers of our Colonies are large, naked, and 
open, there being fearce any Forts or Garrifons to detend them for near "Two 
Thoufand Miles. The Dwellings of the Inhabitants are {cattering at a Diftance 
from one another ; and itis extrem ély dificult, if not almoft impotlible, according 
o the prefent Eftablifhment and Situation of our Affairs there, from the gr cat 

Tumber of our Colonies independent on each other, their Giierens Sorts- of 

»vernments, Views, and Interefts, to draw any confiderable Body of Forces 

ether on an Emergency, though the Safety and Prefervation, not only of any 

icular Colony, but of all the Lag/i/ Plan:ations on the Continent, were never 
2arly concerned. 

oR feveral of thefe Governments, pretending toor enjoying fome extraordinary 

eges, which the Favour of the Crown has ‘formerly granted them, exclufive 
ers, if their Affiftance is demanded or implored by any of their diftrefled 
yours, attacked by Enemies, perhaps, in the very Heart of their Settlements, 
‘ther by affected Delays, infifting on Punétilios and Niceties, ftarting unrea- 
Objections, and making extrava gant Demands, or other frivolous Pre- 
purpofely elude their juft and reafonable Expectations ; ; and by an inactive 
or Indolence, feem infenfible of their particular and moft deplorable 
aestances, as well as regardlefs of the Genera! or Common Danger, becaufe 
‘ee: not the immediate Effects of it ; not confidering their own Security is 
, fince what happens to one Colony to Day, may reach another To- 


h. "A wife Man will not ftand with his Arms folded when his Neighbour’s 
Hour & on Fire. 
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The Infiructor. 


Tue only Expedient which has been fuggefted (with the utmoft D-ference to 
his Ma jelly and his Minifters) to help and obviate thefe Abfurdities and Incon- 
veniencies, and apply a Remedy tothem, is, That all the Colonies appertaining 
to the Crown of Great-Britain on the Northern Continent of America, be united 
under a legal, regular, and firm Eftablifhment, over which it is propofed a 
Lieutenant-Ge -neral, or Supreme Governor, may be conftituted and appointed, to 
prefide on the Spot, to whom the Governors of each Colony thal! be fubordinate. 

It is further humbly propofed, That two Deputies fhall be annually elected by 
the Council and Afiembly of each Province, who are to be in the Nature of a 
Great Council, or General Convention of the Eftates of the Colonies; and by 
the Order, Confent, or Approbation of the Lieutenant, or Governor-General, 
{hall meet together, confult, and advife for the Good of the Whole, fettle and 
appoint particular Quotas, or Proportions, of Money, Men, Provitions, Ge. 
that each refpective Government ts to raife for their mutual Defence and Safety, 
as well as, if neceflary, for Offence and Invafton of their Enemies : In all which 
Cafes, the Governor-General, or Lieutenant, is to have a Negative, but not to 
enact any Thing without their Concurrence, or that of the Majority of them. 

THE Quota, or Proportion, as above allotted and charged on each Colony, 
may, neverthelefs, be levied and raited by it’s own Affembly, in fuch Manees 
as they fhal! judge mott'cafy and convenient, and the Circumftances of their 
Affairs will permit. 

OTHER Jurifdictions, Powers, and Authorities, refpecting the Honour of his 
Majefty, the Intereft of the Plantations, and the Liberty and Property of the Pro- 
prietors, Traders, Planters, and Inhabitants in them, may be vetted in, and 
cognizable by, the abovefaid Governor-General, or L reutenant, and Grand 
Conven tion of the Eftates, according to the Laws of England; but thefe Points 
are not thought fit to be touched on or ‘inferted heve : “This ‘Propofal being gencral 
and with all Humility fubmitted to the Confideration of our Superiors, who may 
improve, model, or reject it, as they in their Wifdom thall judge proper. 

A Coatrrion, or Union of this Nature, tempered with and grounded on 
Prudence, a ‘ration, and Juftice, and a generous Encouragement given to the 
Labour, Indultry, and good Management of all Sorts and Conditions of Perfons 
inhabiting, or any Ways conc erned or interefted in the feveral Colonies above- 
nentioned, will, in all Probability, lay a fure and laiting Foundation of Domi - 
nion, Strength, ind Trade, fuficient not only to fecure and promote the Prot. 
perity of the Piantations, but to revive and «1 reatly increafe the flourifhing State 
and Condition of Gre: at- Bri ‘tam, and thereby render it, once more, the Envy a.nd 
Admiration of it’s Neighbours. 
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The Remainder in our next. 
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